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The marriage of grape and land is nowhere so mysterious as that achieved by the Gamay 
grape in the sandy clay over granite soils of Beaujolais. Of all the recommended soils on 
which to produce fine red wine, granite 
must come fairly low on the list. 
Coupled with that, Gamay is pretty 
undistinguished virtually everywhere it 
is planted. But somehow, the 
combination of variety, soil, climate 
and the rolling hills produces a wine 
described by Jancis Robinson as 
‘uniquely fresh, vivid, fruity, light but 
infinitely swallowable’. 
 

One of the ways in which these unique 
flavours are captured is the traditional 
way it is fermented by carbonic 
maceration. Whole bunches of grapes 
go into the vat uncrushed and 
fermentation begins internally, that is 
inside the grape. This emphasises the 
wine’s characteristic smell and flavour 
whilst minimising tannins and acid. 
After just three or four days the grapes are pressed, separated from the skins and the 
fermentation finished in a vat, rather like a white wine. This all helps to accentuate the fruit 
character, a process completed by early bottling. 
 

Unfortunately, this was taken to extreme in the 80s and 90s by the focus on Beaujolais 
Nouveau and its simple, easy drinking style. Thankfully, the pendulum has swung back and 
the region is once more being recognised for its ability to make serious wines from particular 
terroirs, notably the ten ‘Cru Beaujolais’.  
 
BEAUJOLAIS 2005 
 

This change in reputation will only be enhanced by the exceptional 2005 vintage. This was 
one of those rare times when the conditions were simply perfect with warm days, cool 

nights, slow ripening, just enough rain and ideal 
harvest conditions. These factors had the effect of 
elevating the Gamay grape to produce wines with a 
level of finesse and complexity normally found in the 
Pinot Noir wines of the Côte d’Or.  
   
So if you are already a fan or want to sample your 
first serious Beaujolais, this is the vintage to try. The 
wines in this offer appeal to our love of vibrant, silky 
mouth-filling fruit flavours whilst satisfying our desire 
for complexity and balance to the end of the bottle.  
Select from the featured estates listed overleaf or try 

our Beaujolais Sampler Case. But please note that only limited quantities are available. 
�
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